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How Natalie Grinham won three gold
medals whilst on honeymoon in
Melbourne in 2006 is one of the great
squash tales, but the obverse of
Grinham’s joy is David’s trauma. She will
be desperate to erase that memory at
the XIX Games to be staged in New Delhi
from the 3rd to 14th October.

The Malaysian’s loss helped transform
her life, because pejorative remarks
from compatriots became a reminder
that living thousands of miles from her
home was now an inevitable sacrifice.

Pressure caused David’s downfall then,
and pressure is her greatest obstacle
now. In Delhi though there may be no
Natalie Grinham, who will have become a
mum, whilst sister Rachael Grinham has
turned 33, and the improved
Englishwomen Jenny Duncalf and Alison
Waters may still be a step behind.

Another fine story might be David
Palmer’s last effort to win gold, after

Perhaps Nicol David might consider marriage as a career move. The
one great gap in her collection of titles is the Commonwealth Games,
which she was prevented from filling last time by an opponent
apparently inspired by marital bliss.
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missing it in Melbourne despite a heroic
struggle against Peter Nicol and the
after-effects of illness. The Aussie's
main rivals now are two other Britons,
Nick Matthew and James Willstrop.

Another pressure event for Nicol David will
be the World Open in Egypt, which has
moved a couple of days later to September
15th-22nd, to help Muslim players, notably
the Egyptians, with Ramadan.

Can those Egyptians claim the Women's
World Team title? They created a
sensation by defeating England in the
2008 final in Cairo, but defending it at
Palmerston North in New Zealand may be
much harder.

And will Greg Gaultier ever win the Men’s
World Open? Twice a finalist, and World
No.1 for a while recently, the Frenchman
will have another of his now dwindling
opportunities late in 2010 in Saudi Arabia.

However, conditions there will favour
Ramy Ashour, who enjoyed partisan

support whilst snatching the year-end
World No.1 ranking in the Saudi
International final against Matthew.

The Englishman nevertheless still
believes he too can make the top in 2010,
though that may require a successful title
defence of his British Open crown.

The Professional Squash Association’s
(PSA) plans for a sleeker, slicker Super
Series have brought delay, unsurprisingly.
Just ten tournaments have been
announced: the JP Morgan Tournament of
Champions in New York, the North
American Open in Virginia, the Sky Open
in Cairo, the Australian Open at Canberra
- a significant addition, with $147,550
prize money, the Cathay Pacific Hong
Kong Open, the British Open in England,
the Kuwait Open, the Qatar Classic in
Doha, and the Punj Lloyd PSA Masters in
Mumbai. The flagship event, the ATCO
PSA Super Series Finals, should happen in
the same year as the lead-in tournaments
for the first time, a great boon.

Tournament of Champions, 
Grand Central Station

Hong Kong HarbourKuwait Open, Green Island 








